
Focused Field Reflections: Expectations and Guidelines 
 
Engaging in Reflective Practice 
Research has shown that the most effective teachers are constantly reflecting on their practice. 
They critically examine things that have gone well and things that have gone poorly in order to 
determine how best to meet their students’ needs. They constantly adjust in response to these 
reflections, which might be written in a private journal, but could also be published online, take 
place in discussions with colleagues, or even recorded (I knew one teacher who recorded his 
thoughts on a digital voice recorder on the way home every day and then listened to those 
thoughts on the way to school the next morning). Regardless of how teachers choose to go about 
their reflecting, the demands of teaching require educators to be constantly reflecting on their 
practice. 
 
What You Will Do 
You will engage in many smaller, more informal reflections on a day-to-day basis in your field 
placements. You might reflect on something you saw or did in a quick sentence in your field 
notes, or you may have a thought while observing that you bring up to your CT later and discuss 
together. However, reflection is a recursive process – it’s important to revisit and reassess 
something multiple times in order to understand it. Thus, in addition to these smaller informal 
reflections that will inevitably take place during your placements, you will also write more 
focused, retrospective field reflections this semester. 
 
To add an additional twist, though, you will publish these responses online in a blog space of 
your own design and respond to your classmates’ posts in their online spaces. This means that 
your reflections aren’t just for you – they’re for an audience of your peers and, if you choose to 
continue blogging, they may later be for a more public audience of other teacher bloggers and 
anyone who might read your blog. This adds a lot of necessary responsibility to your writing 
process – you need to find ways to critically reflect on your own practice and discuss what you 
see happening in your field placement in a way that projects a positive, professional persona 
online.  
 
Guidelines/Expectations: 
 Development of an online space, kept private (at least for now) to you, me, and your 

classmates. 
 At least one blog entry per week that synthesizes some combination of your experiences, 

what you’ve seen in the field, what you’ve discussed in your coursework, and your 
current and future teaching practice. Potential topic suggestions for these, based on topics 
for the week, are included on the course calendar, but are merely suggestions. 

 At least one response per week via comment to a classmate’s blog entry that asks 
questions, connects your colleague’s experience to your own, or otherwise furthers the 
critical reflection offered by your classmate. 

 No length requirement, but I expect you to challenge and push your thinking in your 
posts, which means very short posts are unlikely to meet the expectations above. 

 
 
 



Possible Platforms: 
http://www.blogger.com 
http://wordpress.com 
https://www.tumblr.com/ 
http://edublogs.org/signup/ 
 
There are others, but many of them start charging for the same features that the above platforms 
provide for free.  
 
Things to consider: 
 Writing online is different from writing on paper, because you can insert hyperlinks, 

videos, images, and other multimedia/multimodal elements. Experiment! 
 You are joining a robust community of teachers, many of whom are also active online 

and have created significant web presences for themselves. Find other teacher bloggers 
and read their blogs for inspiration. Consider “following” their blogs and advertising the 
blogs you follow on your blog. 

 The design of your space says a lot about how you want to be perceived in the online 
world. Consider templates carefully before choosing one! 

 
Notes from Class Discussion: 
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